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Actresses talk about
the acting life
in San Antonio
By JASMINA WELLINGHOFF
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A gifted comedienne, Sandy Schwartz appears in virtually
every production at the Steven Stoli Playhouse.

song, and few devotees would disagree. The hours are
There's
no money
business
like show
business,
says the
famous
bad, the
scarce
and the
competition
tough,
but
the thrill of being in the spotlight overshadows everything else.
Thanks to many talented folks who feel this way, local
stages are alive year-round with musicals, comedies, drama,
performance art and just about everything else that can be put
on stage. ArtBeat decided to talk to three San Antonio actresses about their careers in the Alamo City and the acting life in
general. Although they have followed different paths, the three
have one important thing in common: a passionate love for
what they do.
"I have always wanted to be an actress," says Ana Gangai,
one of the best known actresses in town, who has worked with
just about every local company. "My first big role was in fourth
grade, and I adored it right away. I loved the audience looking
at me and applauding, and I have been doing it ever since."
To pursue her dream, she majored in drama at UT Austin,
spent a year at Purdue in graduate training and, like so many
others, tried her luck in New York for a while. The Big Apple,
however, did not agree with her. For every role she auditioned
for, there were at least five other actresses with dark hair and
high cheekbones, she says. Competition was fierce and life in

88

the not-so-friendly Northeast metropolis rather unpleasant.
After four months, Gangai returned to Texas, where she
soon married her college boyfriend, Bruce liesman, now an
attorney with the Alamo Title Insurance Co. Although the couple spent a few years in Houston, it wasn't until they moved to
San Antonio in 1985 that Gangai's career took off.
Today, she usually gets the lead roles and wins awards. In
2003, Gangai received the best actress ATAC Globe Award for
her performance in Dinner with Friends, (San Antonio College's
Summer Company), and in 2001 she was honored for her interpretation of Mrs. Lovett in the San Pedro Playhouse production
of Sweeney Todd. She also won a Globe in 1997.
"I like to play strong women who have a tragic flaw," says
Gangai. "I am a drama queen. But this way, I don't have to act
it out in my real life. I can get all the drama I need on stage."
It's not unusual for her to be in three to four shows a year,
both musicals and straight plays, spending six to seven weeks
per show in rehearsals and another four to six in performance.
To be competitive as the so-called triple-threat - actor, singer,
dancer - she keeps her voice in shape by singing regularly,
takes dance classes and works out in the gym.
In recent years, Gangai has portrayed many famous heroines,
including Evita, Blanche DuBois, Desiree Armfeldt and even
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